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Formal Observation Reflection

Directions:  Complete the reflection questions and submit your response to your observer prior to having a post-conference to discuss the observation. If a conference is held immediately after the observation you will submit your responses to the observer the following day via email.
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Date: 11/20/14 
1. To what extent were learning outcomes appropriate and achievable to your students? 
After teaching my lesson and observing student responses, the students were successfully able to achieve the learning outcomes.  The students were able to verbally explain the facts that they learned about Puerto Rico and Eric’s culture.  They were able to recognize and identify that individuals from different countries immigrate in the United States.  Furthermore, they were also able to write down write down several new facts and vocabulary words that they have read with their table group. 
2. How effective were your instructional strategies? What changes would you make in your instructional approaches if you taught this lesson again? Why?
My instructional strategies were effective because the students were able to use the language that I modeled in the “I do section”.  The students were also able to practice talking to one another in “turn and talk” to discuss different similarities or connections they had with Eric’s culture. In the future, I would be more explicit in explaining my thinking in the “I do” section.  When the students went back to their table groups to work, they were writing down what facts they learned about his personal life.  Next time, I will be more explicit in asking for facts about Eric’s culture. 
3. Evaluate the effectiveness of your oral and written communication with students. (Consider how well you communicated learning objectives, clarity of directions, use of standard English, quality of questions and effectiveness of discussion techniques.)
My oral communication skills were effective because I repeated my expectations throughout the lesson.  If I did this lesson again, I would have the vocabulary words posted up on the flip chart so that my ELL students would be able to see some of the vocabulary.  Next time, I would also highlight tier 2 words as well in my vocabulary instruction. I would also show explicitly how to get the facts from the text, by modeling in the “I do” section.  
4. Evaluate the level of student engagement in your lesson. (Consider how you presented the content/skills, the activities and assignments for students, grouping of students, and structure and pacing of the lesson.)
The students were very engaged throughout the lesson.  I was able to hook them in when I related my personal experience with Mrs. O’Neill’s experience.  Many of the students shared personal experiences with Eric’s story.  They were also engaged during the turn and talk section when they explained their own stories. 
5. How effectively did you use instructional materials, resources, and/or technology?
I was able to use the Promethean board to project the flip chart.  Although I was having technical difficulties, I didn’t let that stop me in presenting the material for them.  I had a back up globe just in case the computer didn’t work. 
6. To what extent were your assessment strategies effective? What changes would you make in your assessment approach if you taught this lesson again? Why?
I was able to assess the students by listening to their responses to their peers.  I was also able to assess the students by walking around and observing the students when they were doing their working on the Fact handout with their peers.  For future assessments, I would have them write down their thoughts and connections in response to the facts from the text. 
7. To what extent was your feedback to students accurate, substantive, constructive, specific, and/or timely?  
I was able to repeat and acknowledge student responses in a timely manner.  In the future, I would be more explicit in constructive feedback.  I will also do more explicit job in having students expand their thinking and reasoning.  
8. To what extent did the classroom management and environment contribute to student learning? (Consider your classroom procedures, your use of physical space, and the students’ conduct.)
Overall, the students behaved with the proper expectations.  I repeated my expectations and I was clear with what I wanted them to do throughout the lesson.  The students were able to effectively learn the content objectives in the environment. 
9. Did you make modifications to your lesson plan during the lesson? If so, what were they and what motivated these changes? 
I made several changes before the lesson plan due to time constraints.  I was unable to get to the Chinese family, however I felt that the students needed more time in filling out Eric’s story.  The students were engaged throughout Eric’s story. 
10.   Was your Teaching Behavior Focus goal met?
I was able to meet my teaching behavior focus.  I was able to implement higher level thinking questions during the Turn and Talk sections.  
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